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REMINISCENCES OF WINPIELD S. HANCOCK.
At 5:25 General Hancock found leisure to dictate a written despatch to General Meade, which was transmitted by the hands of Captain Parker, of General Hancock's staff. This despatch is here given in full (see page 39). Captain Parker arrived at Army headquarters with the despatch about 7 P. M.
General Meade states, in his testimony (see page 348, Report of Committee on Conduct of the War, Vol. I, 1865), that he had ordered up the troops without waiting for General Hancock's report. He speaks of the above as General Hancock's first report, forgetting the verbal message sent an hour before by Major Mitchell. We think General Meade is in error here, for the following reasons:
First. It would seem quite improbable that General Meade would order up all the troops, without knowing whether Gettysburg was a good position, or, indeed, without knowing that General Hancock had been able even to maintain himself there, and that he was not in full retreat toward Pipe Creek. It seems much more probable that any order sending troops to the front, before having heard from General Hancock, had reference to the position at Pipe Creek, than that General Meade would block up the very roads General Hancock might be using in his retreat, had he decided to fall back, as he was authorized to do.ing movement around Round Top.nt one.reat on the Taneytown road would have beenlumn ready to move.
